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The Texas Demographic Center (TDC) collects data on building permits for residential housing from
local governments on an annual basis. The data is one measure TDC uses to estimate population
change for Texas cities and counties. For areas that do not respond to our survey, we supplement our
data with the Census Bureau’s Building Permits Survey data. Since 2020, we have also incorporated
new residential housing unit data reported from alternative sources who do not issue building permits,
such as utility connections, wastewater permits, and voter registration for local governments. The 2021
new residential housing data aligns with the state’s population growth within the Texas Triangle (growth
within the Houston, Dallas/Ft. Worth, and San Antonio geographic region).
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